Sacramental Bodies

T h e Disabled God

and side; it also consists of the body whose life and unity come from
the Holy Spirit active in our continuing history. In summoning us
to remembrance of his body and blood at table, the disabled God
calls us to liberating relationships with God, our bodies, and others.
We are called to be people who work for justice and access for all
and who incorporate the body practices ofjustice and access as part
of our ordinary lives. The emancipatory transformation made
possible through the person and works of the disabled God
emerges from the solidarity Jesus lived out in his ministry, and it
continues to be embodied as the risen Christ active in and through
the church and in all who struggle for a new humanity and a more
humane world. This emancipatory transformation is a liberation
from sin and a calling to full participation in the life of Christ, a
liberation from passivity and a calling to our own bodies, and a
liberation from mutilating poverty and marginalization and a calling to be church.

THE CHURCH AS COMMUNION OF STRUGGLE
The resurrected body of Christ as the embodied church is
reflected in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 27:
For just as the body is o n e and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are o n e body, so it is with
Christ. For in the o n e Spirit we were all baptized into o n e
body-Jews or Greeks, slaves o r free-and we were all made to
drink of o n e Spirit.. . . Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.

Christ's body, the church, is broken, marked by sin, divided by
disputes, and exceptional in its exclusivity. Church structures keep
people with disabilities out; church officials affirm our spiritual
callings but tell us there is no place for our bodies to minister; and
denominations lobby to gain exception from the governmental
enforcement of basic standards of justice. There is no perfect
church as there is no "perfect" body.
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Yet the church whose calling is to be a communion of struggle
is made possible, though not made easy, by brokenness. The
members of the church represent an essential
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Seeing the value of diversity, both as a God-given gift of creation
and also as an enrichment of our lives, becomes a possibility as
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Naming carnal sins against people with disabilities and other bodies relegated to the margins in the church and society and taking
responsibility for the body practices of the church that segregate
and isolate these individuals and groups is the difficult work of
making real the possibility of conversion to the disabled God. Often
these processes engender conflict and tension as marginalized
people seek their place in the decision-making processes of the
church and make their nonconventional bodies models for ritual
practice and as people who have endowed and overseen the body
of the church fight to maintain control.
The church as a communion of struggle, like our bodies, i ~ n q t
alywys agreeabl~h&i~able.
Just as our relations with our own bodies
involve elements of struggle that cannot be eliminated, a supply of
grief seldom fully dried up, and pain whose source is not always
entirely evident, so, too, ~~~.._r_e!a_lk_".s.~ll~ith.
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struggle to discern the presence of the disabled God in its midst.
Only through conversion is discernment of the body of disabled
God possible.
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